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The Year of Change 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
It’s been a year since king Salman bin Abdul-Aziz.  (The 7

th
 king 

of Saudi Arabia) was appointed Custodian of the two holy 

mosques, and has been chosen by the Time’s magazine as one of 

the 100 most influential people in the world. 

On Thursday March 2015 at 2 AM King Salman declares war 

against the Houthies rebels in Yemen, where Saudi Arabia takes 

the leading action and have the support of Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, 

U.A.E., Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, Sudan, and Singal.  

In September 2014, Salman visited Paris and held talks with 

French President Francois Hollande and Prime Minister Manuel 

Valls on major regional and international issues, including the 

threat posed by Islamic State (IS) militants to global peace and 

stability. 

King Salman has reiterated the Kingdom’s opposition to terrorism. 

“Saudi Arabia realized the danger posed by terrorism to the 

international community from early on,” he told French leaders. 

“We hope that peace-loving countries will swiftly contribute to 

strengthening the UN counterterrorism center to be a major pillar 

of international cooperation to combat terrorism, which threatens 

global security and stability,” he said. 

 Salman also highlighted the Arab Peace Initiative, which was originally proposed by King Abdullah, 

adding that it was aimed at resolving the Palestinian issue and protecting their legitimate rights, 

including an independent state with Jerusalem as its capital. “We urge the international community to 

shoulder its responsibility to ensure the protection of the Palestinian people from repeated Israeli 

aggression,” the crown prince said in France. 

During his visit to Beijing, Salman held wide-ranging talks with high-ranking Chinese officials on 

expanding bilateral cooperation and, regional and international issues. His visit to India marked the first 

highest-level political visit from Saudi Arabia to India after the 2006 landmark trip by King Abdullah. 

Salman was awarded an honorary doctorate by a leading Tokyo university. During the awards ceremony, 

Waseda University President Kaoru Kamata praised him for his “political wisdom, rich knowledge and 

great achievements, which have contributed to the development of Saudi Arabia at international and 

local levels.” 
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North Thunder 

Saudi Arabia launched a massive military exercise 

under the leadership of king Salman, where history 

will witness the one man who made an army of 20 

nations.  

The drill, dubbed North Thunder, involves Arab 

and Muslim countries, according to the Saudi Press 

Agency. It's taking place in King Khalid Military 

City in northeastern Saudi Arabia. 

The news agency did not provide much information 

on what the exercise entails but called it "the largest 

in the region's history." The agency said it will 

involve air, sea and land forces. 

 

In addition to Saudi Arabia, other participating 

nations include Jordan, Bahrain, Senegal, Oman, 

Qatar, United Arab Emirates, Sudan, Kuwait, the 

Maldives, Morocco, Pakistan, Chad, Tunisia, 

Comoro Islands, Djibouti, Malaysia, Egypt, 

Mauritania and Mauritius. 

"North Thunder drills represent a clear message that 

the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and its brothers and 

friends of the participating countries stand united to 

confront all challenges and maintain peace and 

stability in the region," 

NEWS AND ECONOMICS SECTION 

 

Joined allied forces 

Logo 

King Salman and world leaders in Hafr Albatin, 

where North Thunder took place. 



 
  

 

3 

Current drop in oil prices.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The oil industry, with its history of booms 

and busts, is in its deepest downturn since 

the 1990s, if not earlier. 

 

Earnings are down for companies that 

made record profits in recent years, leading 

them to decommission more than two-

thirds of their rigs and sharply cut 

investment in exploration and production. 

Scores of companies have gone bankrupt 

and an estimated 250,000 oil workers have 

lost their jobs. 

 

The cause is the plunging price of a barrel 

of oil, which has fallen more than 70 

percent since June 2014. 

Prices recovered a few times last year, but 

a barrel of oil has already sunk this year to 

its lowest level since 2004. Executives 

think it will be years before oil returns to 

$90 or $100 a barrel, a price that was 

pretty much the norm over the last decade. 

 

What is the current price of oil? 
Brent crude, the main international 
benchmark, was trading at around $35 a 
barrel on Monday. 
 
The American benchmark was at around $32 
a barrel. 
 
Who loses? 
 For starters, oil-producing countries and 

states. Venezuela, Nigeria, Ecuador, Brazil 

and Russia are just a few petro states that are 

suffering economic and perhaps even 

political turbulence. 

 

The impact of Western sanctions caused 

Iranian production to drop by about one 

million barrels a day in recent years and 

blocked Iran from importing the latest 

Western oil field technology and equipment. 

With sanctions now being lifted, the Iranian 

oil industry is expected to open the taps on 

production soon. 

 
 

When are oil prices likely to recover? 

Not anytime soon. Oil production is not declining 
fast enough in the United States and other 
countries, though that could begin to change this 
year. But there are signs that supply and 
demand — and price — could recover some 
balance by the end of 2016. 

Demand for fuels is recovering in some countries, 

and that could help crude prices recover in the 

next year or two. There is now little or no spare 

production capacity to give the market a cushion 

in case of another crisis in a crucial oil-producing 

country 
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Cars show in Jeddah  

One of the most epic Cars & Coffee events we’ve ever seen recently took place in Jeddah, Saudi 

Arabia! This event marked the second year for Cars & Coffee Jeddah held by Superior Automotive 

and featured vehicles from literally all around the world gathering for one tremendous supercar 

event. 

The event took place at the AlFurusya Yacht Club and Commercial Center and this year, over 5,000 

people were involved, quite a jump from last year. A total of around 85 cars were in attendance 

ranging for the brand new 2014 Mercedes-Benz S-Class to the very first Lamborghini Aventador 

LP700-4 Roadster to land in Saudi Arabia. 

LAMBORGHINI AVENTADOR  

LAMBORGHINI’S WITH VARIOUS COLOURS GATHERING  LAMBORGHINI GALLARDO 

NEWS AND ECONOMICS SECTION 

 

Cars that particularly garnered a lot of attention 

included the Bugatti Veyron, the Porsche 991 GT3 

RS, one of the 150 Aston Martin V12 Zagato, the 

Mercedes-AMG GTS, the Mclaren 650S, the 

Mercedes-Benz SLR McLaren, the Audi R8 and a 

Liberty Walk Nissan-GTR. Meanwhile, Lexus had 

officially put the new RCF on display and Shell had 

showcased a Chevrolet Camaro.  

Superior Automotive is a group of supercar owners 

based out of Riyadh that organizes regular car-

related events in the country. Browse the gallery 

below for the full experience of the event. 
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All new Fighter Jet F-35 

                                                                                  

              

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

When was the first prototype?  

The Lockheed Martin X-35 was an experimental prototype aircraft 

developed by Lockheed Martin for the Joint Strike Fighter program. 

The X-35 was declared winner over the competing Boeing X-32 and a 

developed, armed version went on to enter production in the early 21st 

century as the F-35 Lightning II. 

How much did it cost to make one F-35 Lighting II?    

The F-35 Lightning II was designed to be an affordable 5th 

Generation fighter, taking advantage of economies of scale and 

commonalities between the three variants. Since we built the first F-

35, production costs have dropped 55 percent. 

The F-35 Lightning II was designed to be an affordable 5th 

Generation fighter, taking advantage of economies of scale and 

commonalities between the three variants. Since we built the first 

F-35, production costs have dropped 55 percent.  

Program cost US$1.3 trillion (Overall including inflation), 

US$59.2B for development, $261B for procurement, $590B for 

operations & sustainment in 201 

The most recently contracted unit costs for Low Rate Initial 

Production lot 7 (not including the engine) are: 

F-35A: $98 million 

F-35B: $104 million 

F-35C: $116 million 

An F-35A purchased in 2018 and delivered in 2020 will be $85 

million, which is the equivalent of $75 million in today’s dollars. 

The U.S. Government and F-35 industrial team continue to 
What its abilities? 

Electronic Attack:  Advanced electronic warfare (EW) capabilities enable F-35 pilots to locate and track 

enemy forces, jam radars and disrupt attacks with unparalleled effectiveness. 

Air-to-surface: The F-35's very low-observable (VLO) stealth allows it to safely enter defended airspace 

areas without being seen by radars that 4th Generation and earlier legacy fighters cannot evade.  

Air-to-air: The F-35’s integrated sensors, information and weapons systems give pilots an advantage over 

potential threat front-line fighter aircraft. 

Unparalleled Stealth: The F-35’s stealth capabilities are unprecedented in tactical fighter aviation. An 

integrated airframe design, advanced materials and other features make the F-35 virtually undetectable to 

enemy radar.  

NEWS AND ECONOMICS SECTION 



 

 

6 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eyes on terrorism 
 

 

Who Is Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi? 

 

The Iraqi-born ISIS leader, a scholar who spent four years in U.S. 

captivity, uses Islamic law to justify his ruthlessness, but he still enjoys 

soccer and fancy watches. 

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi has only appeared in public once since he 

declared himself emir (leader) of the Islamic State in June 2014. But this 

reclusive figure is among the most feared terrorist leaders in the world. 

Born Ibrahim Awad Ibrahim al-Badri al-Samarrai in 1971 in the Iraqi 

city of Samarra, he grew up in a devout, lower-middle-class family that 

claimed to be able to trace its lineage back to the Prophet Mohammed. 

 

How did Isis rise? 

 

Three years ago, the Islamic State (Isis) did not exist; now it controls 

vast swaths of Syria and Iraq. Showing off its handiwork daily via 

Twitter and YouTube, Isis has repeatedly demonstrated that it is much 

more than a transnational terrorist organisation – rather, it is an entity 

with sophisticated command, control, propaganda and logistical 

capabilities, and one that has proven its ability to take and hold 

strategically critical territory at the heart of the Middle East. 

 

 

How can we prevent people from becoming terrorists? 

 

 Strategy has been controversial since it was first announced in 2003.  

"We all need to prevent violent extremism – nobody can stand idly by” 

the previous Labor Government's strategy was criticized in a 

Parliamentary committee report published in March 2010. The 

Conservative/Liberal Democrat coalition has been reviewing the Prevent 

strategy since it came into power and on 7 June 2011 the Home 

Secretary Theresa May announced a revised version.  

Spying upon people planning terrorism, or arresting people after terrorist 

attacks have taken place can only be part of a counter-terrorism strategy. 

Even more important does the need to stop people want to become 

terrorists; that is the essence of the United Kingdom's "Prevent" strategy. 
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Islam  
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  POETRY AND ATRICLES SECTION 

Islam means to submit freely to The Commandments and 

Will of The One and Only God (Allah). This submission 

should come from within, from sound belief in and conviction 

to Allah, with no doubt. It should also come from love, trust, 

and affection. 

Allah is not a special god for Muslims, but Allah is The 

Creator of all creatures, including mankind. 

The Prophet Muhammad (Peace on him) is the Messenger 

of Allah. The Prophet Muhammad (Peace on him) received 

The Word of Allah (revelation), through the archangel 

Gabriel (The Holy Spirit). This revelation comprises the 

Religion of Islam. 

The Qur'an is the authentic collection of this revelation 

recorded in book form. It is the exact, unchanged Word of 

Allah to all mankind. 
THE HOLY MOSQUE IN MECCA 

Is Islam a religion of violence? 

 If you understand Mohammad the founder you will see why it is hateful, here is a good 

introduction:  

Muhammad is one of the world most influential man indeed, historians tell us Muhammad used to 

withdraw to a cave, spending days wrapped in his thoughts. He heard bells ringing and had ghostly 

visions. He thought he was demon possessed, until his wife reassured him he had become a prophet. 

Convinced of his status, he was intolerant of those who rejected him, assassinated those who 

criticized him, raided, looted, and massacred entire populations. He reduced thousands to slavery, 

raped, and allowed his men to rape female captives. All of this, he did with a clear conscience and a 

sense of entitlement. He was magnanimous toward those who admired him, but vengeful toward 

those who did not. He believed he was the most perfect human creation and the universe's raison 

d'être. Muhammad was no ordinary man. Islam is Muhammadanism. Muslims worship and emulate 

Muhammad. Only by understanding him can one know what makes them tick. Muhammad had a 

loveless childhood. He then passed to the care of relatives who took pity on him and spoiled him. As 

the result he developed narcissistic personality disorder, a trait that made him a megalomaniac bereft 

of conscience. Muhammad believed in his own cause. Even when he lied, he felt entitled and 

justified to do so. Thanks to another mental illness, namely temporal lobe epilepsy, the prophet of 

Islam had vivid hallucinations he interpreted as mystical and divine intimations. He also suffered 

from obsessive compulsive disorder, causing his fixations on numbers, rituals and stringent rules. In 

the addition, he suffered from acromegaly, a disease caused by excessive production of a growth 

hormone resulting in large bones and odd facial features. The combination of his psychological 

disorders and his unusual physiognomy made him a phenomenon that set him apart from ordinary 

people. His uneducated followers interpreted his differences as signs of his prophethood. Like 

devotees of all cults, they rose to champion his cause with dedication. By defying death and 

butchering others they made Islam the world's second largest religion, now the biggest threat to 

world peace.  
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Poetry 
 

Poetry is a form of literature that uses aesthetic and rhythmic qualities of language—such as 

phonaesthetics, sound symbolism, and metre—to evoke meanings in addition to, or in place of, the 

prosaic ostensible meaning. 

 

Poetry has a long history, dating back to the Sumerian Epic of Gilgamesh. Early poems evolved from folk 

songs such as the Chinese Shijing, or from a need to retell oral epics, as with 

the Sanskrit Vedas, Zoroastrian Gathas, and the Homeric epics, the Iliad and the Odyssey. Ancient attempts 

to define poetry, such as Aristotle's Poetics, focused on the uses 

of speech in rhetoric, drama, song and comedy. Later attempts concentrated on features such as 

repetition, verse form and rhyme, and emphasized the aesthetics which distinguish poetry from more 

objectively informative, prosaic forms of writing. From the mid-20th century, poetry has sometimes been 

more generally regarded as a fundamental creative act employing language. 

 

Poetry uses forms and conventions to suggest differential interpretation to words, or to evoke emotive 

responses. Devices such as assonance, alliteration, onomatopoeia and rhythm are sometimes used to 

achieve musical or incantatory effects. The use of ambiguity, symbolism, irony and other stylistic elements 

of poetic diction often leaves a poem open to multiple interpretations. Similarly figures of speech such 

as metaphor, simile and metonymy create a resonance between otherwise disparate images—a layering of 

meanings, forming connections previously not perceived. Kindred forms of resonance may exist, between 

individual verses, in their patterns of rhyme or rhythm. 

 

Some poetry types are specific to particular cultures and genres and respond to characteristics of the 

language in which the poet writes. Readers accustomed to identifying poetry 

with Dante, Goethe, Mickiewicz and Rumi may think of it as written in lines based on rhyme and 

regular meter; there are, however, traditions, such as Biblical poetry, that use other means to create rhythm 

and euphony. Much modern poetry reflects a critique of poetic tradition, playing with and testing, among 

other things, the principle of euphony itself, sometimes altogether forgoing rhyme or set rhythm 

POETRY AND ARTICLES SECTION 
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Asia Cup 2016 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

Asia Cup 2016: Shoaib Malik, Umar Akmal bail out Pakistan 

with fighting fifties against UAE. An unbroken 114-run stand 

for the fourth wicket between Shoaib Malik (63 no) and Umar 

Akmal (50 no) sealed the issue for Shahid Afridi's men, who 

chased down the victory target of 130 in 18.4 overs. 

Opting to bat, UAE managed to score 129 for six, despite a top-

order collapse which saw them tottering at 12 for three after just 

four overs. 

Shaiman Anwar was the top-scorer with 46 off 42 balls that was 

studded with five boundaries and two sixes. Skipper Amjad 

Javed also threw his bat around to contribute a valuable 

unbeaten 27 off 18 balls with three fours and two sixes. 

Malik proved his detractors wrong with a responsible innings as 

he found an able ally in Akmal. Pakistan suffered triple jolt 

early in their chase by rival captain Javed, who struck thrice 

reducing the former World T20 champions to 17 for three. 

SPORTS SECTION 

CRICKET 

Earlier, Pakistan captain Shahid Afridi won the toss and elected to 

bat first, probably considering the decaying nature of the pitch. But 

the decision seemed to have back-fired with Pakistan losing four 

wickets inside the first nine overs with score at 28/4 (8.2 overs). 

For the third consecutive match Al-Amin Hossain provided 

Bangladesh early breakthrough, removing Khurram Manzoor with 

his first delivery. The 26-year-old right-arm medium-fast bowler 

took two more wickets. 

 The absence of reliable Mustafizur Rahman was hardly felt with 

Hossain and Taskin Ahmed leading the attack perfectly. Ahmed, 

who removed dangerous Umar Akmal, produced a rare maiden over 

and conceded only 14 runs from his four overs. 

The pace duo was ably supported by Arafat Sunny, who came in for 

injured Mustafizur Rahman. The slow left-arm orthodox spinner 

was expensive but returned with two crucial wickets of Sharjeel 

Khan and Shoiab Malik  
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FOOTBALL 

Fire in dug-out 

New Delhi: Ahead of Bundesliga match between Hannover and 

Wolfsberg at at the HDI-Arena in Hanover, a flare was thrown 

from the visiting supporters' end targeting the home team dug-

out. 

Manchester United manager Louis van Gaal's acting bid to 

win Oscar 

The Dutchman performed a theatrical touchline tumble during 

his side`s Premier League clash with Arsenal at Old Trafford. 

United won the match 3-2 to dent Gunners' title bid, but more 

importantly it seemed to have amused the gathering at Greater 

Manchester. 

 

TENNIS 

French Open will be toughest Grand Slam to win: Sania 
Mirza 

Mirza and her Swiss partner Martina Hingis have won the last 

three Grand Slam tournaments, and will enter the Roland Graros 

event this May as the favourites. But the Indian ace is aware of the 

flaws in their clay court game. 

"I hope that the chances are bright, considering we won the last 

three grand slams. But it is going to be our toughest Grand Slam to 

win. It is not our favourite surface. But we are doing whatever we 

can and hopefully we can get that 'Santina' slam, so to say," she 

told reporters. 

The Indo-Swiss pair's 41-match winning streak came to a halt after 

top-ranked doubles team went down fighting in the quarterfinals of 

the Qatar Open last week to Russian duo of Elena Vesnina and 

Daria Kasatkina. 
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Real Madrid latest news 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

Real Madrid forward Cristiano Ronaldo said "if we were all at my 

level maybe we would be leaders" after his side's 1-0 derby defeat 

by Atletico Madrid. 

A first defeat under Zinedine Zidane leaves Real nine points behind 

leaders Barcelona, and four below Atletico. 

Real were missing Gareth Bale and Marcelo through injury, while 

Karim Benzema was replaced at half-time. 

"I don't want to disrespect anyone, but when the best players aren't 

available it's harder to win," Ronaldo said. 

"I like to play with Karim, with Bale, with Marcelo. 

"I'm not saying the others like Lucas Vazquez, Jese and Mateo 

Kovacic are not good players - they are very good players - but it's not 

the same." 

Antoine Griezmann scored the only goal of the game as Atletico 

became the first team to win in three consecutive La Liga trips to the 

Bernabeu. 

Ronaldo used an expletive to describe how he feels the media describe 

him and added "but I don't listen to what the press say. The statistics 

and numbers don't lie". 

Zidane had been unbeaten in his first eight La Liga games, although 

they have dropped from two points behind Barca to nine. 

Zidane said: "We were not as ready for the game as we thought we 

were. All I can say is that it's not just about our fitness. 

"The players are not unfit, it's a question of everything. We didn't play 

the game we had prepared. 

"They played on Wednesday and had less time to recover, and look at 

the game they played. So it is a mental question. We lacked a bit of 

everything. 

"I told the players that we have to keep on going, I can't be happy with 

this performance and neither are they, but we can't give up. I have a 

clear idea of what went wrong today." 

 

LOGO 

Cristiano Ronaldo, a major 

player in the team 

SPORTS SECTION 
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Leonardo DiCaprio Wins The Oscars For the first time! 

Leonardo DiCaprio finally won his 

first Oscar for his performance in 

The Revenant, after four previous 

unsuccessful nominations, then used 

his moment on stage to warn about 

his favorite cause - climate change.  

The 41-year-old actor used his 

lengthy acceptance speech to deliver 

a lecture on the subject, and was able 

to speak for a longer period than 

other winners when the producers 

failed to play 'wrap-it-up' music as he 

went well past his allotted time of 45 

seconds. He told the audience, 

'Climate change is real, it's the most 

urgent threat facing our species. We 

need help around the world.' 

DiCaprio led the winners at the glittering 88th Academy Awards in Beverly Hills, which saw 

Room's Brie Larson take home Best Actress and Spotlight scooping the coveted Best Picture 

prize. Leo's win prompted a standing ovation at the awards, and also became the most 

Tweeted about Oscar's minute - overtaking Ellen's group selfie from 2014. Speaking to GMA 

anchor Robin Roberts immediately after the show, DiCaprio said he was 'very moved' by the 

reaction. 

 

 

ENTERTAINMENT SECTION 

The Oscars 2016 
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Brie Larson Wins the Oscars for 'Best Actress' 

Brie Larson is the 2016 Oscar winner for Actress in a 

Leading Role for her performance in the movie Room. 

She had a busy year in 2015 also starring in Trainwreck 

with Amy Schumer as well as the drama Digging for Fire. 

Prior to that, she was known for her work in 21 Jump 

Street, Short Term 12 and The Spectacular Now.  This is 

the first Academy Award win for Brie Larson. The 26-

year-old California native had been acting since she was 

about 10 years old, but it was her role in the indie drama 

(and festival favorite) Short Term 12 that grabbed the 

attention of director Lenny Abrahamson to cast her for the 

lead in Room. He heard about Larson’s performance in 

the indie film from an assistant in his office. 

 

 

Alejandro Iñárritu Wins the Oscars for 'Best Director' For the Movie 

'The Revenant' 

In what many observers might have called inevitable, the 

Academy has awarded Alejandro Iñárritu with the Oscar 

for Best Director for The Revenant. The win makes 

Iñárritu only the third director to take home back-to-back 

Best Director trophies. Iñárritu faced stiff competition 

from the likes of Tom McCarthy for Spotlight, Lenny 

Abrahamson for Room, George Miller for Mad Max: Fury 

Road, and Adam McKay for The Big Short. The revenge 

epic was nevertheless the stronger movie in the eyes of the 

Academy. The director took home the Best Director Oscar 

for Birdman last year. 
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Three criminals are sentenced to exile 
in the desert and can only bring one 
personal item. 
 
"I brought a loaf of bread, so when I get 
hungry, I'll have something to eat," said 
the first  
criminal. 
 
"I brought a water skin, so that when I 
get thirsty, I'll have something to 
drink," said the second. 
 
The third criminal looks proud of 
himself. "I brought a car door, so when 
it gets hot, I can roll down the 
window." 

 
 

 
Q: How do you know that 

carrots are good for your 

eyesight? 

A: Have you ever seen a 

rabbit with glasses?  

 

 
Q: When is a joke like 
a father?  
 
A: When the 
punchline's apparent.  
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Latest Technology  

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Latest Medical Technology and 

Technology Section  

What is the Oculus Rift? 

Invented by a VR enthusiast named Palmer Luckey, the 

Oculus Rift is a set of virtual-reality goggles that will work 

with your computer or mobile device. After he showed a 

prototype at the E3 gaming convention in 2012, Luckey 

founded Irvine, Calif.-based Oculus VR with Brendan Iribe, 

who became CEO. The two launched a Kickstarter project in 

August 2012 to sell prototype developer versions of the 

Oculus Rift, raising $2.4 million. Since selling out of the 

original Oculus Rift development kit, the company has 

launched a revamped $350 Development Kit 2 (DK2) model 

while continuing to work on its eventual consumer version. 

How does the Oculus Rift work? 

Picture a set of ski goggles in which a large cellphone screen 

replaces the glass. The screen displays two images side by 

side, one for each eye. A set of lenses is placed on top of the 

screen, focusing and reshaping the picture for each eye, and 

creating a stereoscopic 3D image. The goggles have embedded 

sensors that monitor the wearer's head motions and adjust the 

image accordingly. The latest version of the Oculus Rift is 

bolstered by an external positional-tracking accessory, which 

helps track head movements more accurately. The result is the 

sensation that you are looking around a 3D world. 

 

What about the "screen-door effect" 

of the Oculus Rift? 

Because the screen is so close to your eyes, you 

can see the spaces between individual pixels, so it 

almost looks like you're viewing the world 

through a grid or a screen door. This effect should 

be minimized or negated with the improved 

screen that Oculus VR plans for the consumer 

version. 

How much does the Oculus Rift cost? 

The latest developer version costs $350. Oculus 

VR has stated that a consumer version will be 

"affordable," but has not yet listed a price. 

Analysts estimate that the price will not exceed 

$499, although there will be no way to know for 

certain until closer to launch. 
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Coming In the latest Medical 

Technology, Needle-Free 

Diabetes Care 

 

 

Latest Medical  Technology and Technology 

Section  

Continuous glucose monitors and insulin pumps are today's best options for automating most of 

the complicated daily process of blood sugar management – but they don't completely remove the 

need for skin pricks and shots. But there's new skin in this game. Echo Therapeutics, is 

developing technologies that would replace the poke with a patch. The company is working on a 

transdermal biosensor that reads blood analyses through the skin without drawing blood. The 

technology involves a handheld electric-toothbrush-like device that removes just enough top-

layer skin cells to put the patient's blood chemistry within signal range of a patch-borne 

biosensor. The sensor collects one reading per minute and sends the data wirelessly to a remote 

monitor, triggering audible alarms when levels go out of the patient's optimal range and tracking 

glucose levels over time 

Diabetes self-care is a pain, literally. It 

brings the constant need to draw blood for 

glucose testing, the need for daily insulin 

shots and the heightened risk of infection 

from all that poking. 
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